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Baha’i
The Baha’i faith was founded by Baha’u’llah in Iran in the 19th century. This is one of the youngest of the world’s major religions.

‘To be a Baha’i simply means to love all the world; to love humanity and
 try to serve it, to work for universal peace and universal brotherhood.’
Abdu’l – Baha

Festival Dates
January 27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

March 21st – Naw-Ruz (New Year’s Day)

Naw-Ruz is celebrated on the 21st March, the first day of spring equinox. Naw-Ruz symbolises the new life of spring. It is one of the nine Baha’i holy days on which work is suspended.

Naw-Ruz signals the end of the 19 day fasting period which is the preceding month of Ala.

Naw-Ruz is an old Iranian celebration and also marks the start of the Zoroastrian new year.

April 21st-May 2nd– Ridvan

The Ridvan Festival is celebrated from sunset 21st April to sunset 2nd May.

The festival marks Baha’u’llah’s time in the garden of Ridvan (paradise) and his announcement that he was the prophet promised by the Bab in 1863.

The 1st, 9th and 12th days are especially holy days. They commemorate the arrival of Baha’u’llah at the Ridvan Garden, the arrival of his family and his departure. 

These 3 holy days are marked by communal prayers and celebrations, and are days on which no work is done. 

May 23rd – Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab

This is celebrated 22nd-23rd May from 2 hours after sunset on the 22nd. 

The Bab was the Forerunner of Baha’u’llah. His mission was to prepare the world for the coming of Baha’u’llah and he declared it in the evening of May 22nd 1844.

The Bab was later imprisoned and executed for his beliefs and activities. 

29th – Anniversary of the Ascensian of Baha’u’llah

This major holy day is commemorated at 3am in the morning of the 29th May. It commemorates the death of the anniversary of the founder of the Baha’i faith, Baha’u’llah, and his teachings.

Baha’u’llah passed away on the morning of 29th May 1892, near Akka, Israel. This holiday is observed with quiet respect and dignity. 

July 9th – Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Bab

This holy day is celebrated at noon on the 9th of July and it commemorates the events surrounding the death of the Bab in 1850.

October 20th – Anniversary of the birth of the Bab

Quite often it is referred to as the Herald of the Baha’i Faith. The Bab was born in 1819.

November 12th – Anniversary of the birth of Baha’u’llah

A festive and joyous occasion with the birth of Baha’u’llah, the founder of the Baha’i Faith.

26th – Day of the Covenant

This day celebrates the life of Abdul Baha (Baha’u’llah’s son). No work is suspended on this day.

28th – The Passing of Abdul Baha

Abdul Baha passed away on this day in 1921. Tributes are held at 1am. No work is suspended on this day. 

