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 Buddhism
The history of Buddhism is the story of one man's spiritual journey to Enlightenment, and of the teachings and ways of living that developed from it.
Originally there wasn't even Buddhism, there was just the truth - the teachings of the Buddha.
Since then, Buddhism has divided into a number of different systems. The main ones are: 

· Theravada 

· Mahayana 

· Pure Land 

· Tibetan 

· Zen 

· Korean Zen (Son) 

Festival Dates

January 16th – Shinran Memorial Day (Pure Land)

Shinran Shonin the founder of Jodo Shinshu was born on 21st May, 1173. This day is observed in memory of his teachings. 

27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

28th – Honen Memorial Day (Pure Land)

Honen Shonin who is the founder of the Jodo Shu sect is remembered on this day. 

February 23rd – Magha Puja 

This is in honour of the 1250 disciplines of the Buddha who appeared at the Bamboo Grove on the full moon of the Magha.

March 3rd – Hanamatsuri (The Birthday of the Lord Budhha)

The Budhha’s birthday is celebrated in the Zen tradition. 

April 28th – Buddhist New Year 2546

The New Year is celebrated on the 28th April in Burma, Cambodia, Lao, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

May 22nd – Wesak/Vaisakha Puja/Bodhi Day (Theravada Mahayana)

Wesak is the most important of the Buddhist festivals and is celebrated on the full moon in May.

This day celebrates Buddha’s birthday and for Theravada Buddhists it marks the day of Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death. 

As a way of celebration, homes and temples are decorated. During the festival, in Theravada countries Buddhists visit their local temple for services and teachings and give offerings to monks. 

29th – Parinirvana (Mahayana), Nirvana Day (Pure Land)

This festival marks the death of the Buddha and is a Mahayana Buddhist festival.   

July 21st – Asalha Puja (Theravada)

This day is marked as the date when the first sermon was delivered by the Buddha. 

October 19th- November 16th -  Kathina (Theravada)

Major Buddhist festival in Theravada nations. 

This period marks the end of Vassa. A strict 2 month period when monks go into retreat. 

