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 Chinese 

Early Chinese religion is found to belong to the mythical and prehistoric period. It is believed that the Chinese culture originated in the third millennium BCE with the Hsia dynasty, however, there is no historical evidence referenced to this. 

The Chinese calendar is based around the lunar cycles of the moon. The lunar calendar is repeated over 12 years. Each starts on a different date between the period January 21st and February 19th. 

Festival Dates
January 29th – Yuan Tan (New Year)

The year of the Dog.

A period of special time spent with family and friends. Prayer and respect is paid to ‘Tso Kwan’ (Stove Master), whom returns to heaven to feedback on the behaviour of the humans for that year. 

February 12th - Teng Chien (Lantern Festival)

This date marks the end of Chinese New Year celebrations. It falls on the 15th day of the first month of the Lunar Year. 


27th - Holocaust Memorial Day

April 5th - Ch'ing Ming (Festival of Pure Brightness)

A day dedicated to honouring relatives who died. Willow twigs and branches are hung in doorways to discourage the evil spirits. Willow is the symbol of light and enemy of darkness. 
May 31st – Tuen Ng (Dragon Boat Festival)

Held on the fifth day of the fifth Moon. A festival to honour the death of Wut Yuan, famous Chinese port and patriot. 

October 11th - Chang Yuan (Festival of Hungry Ghosts)

15th day of the lunar month. 

