

Christianity
Christianity is the most popular religion in the world with over 2 billion followers. The largest religion in Britain with around 30 million classed nominally as Christians. Out of these 30 million people, 6 million are actively committed to the faith. 

Christians believe that Jesus Christ, who lived in the Holy Land 2,000 years ago is the Son of God. Christians follow his teachings and those of the Christian churches that grew up after his death. 
Festival Dates
January 1st – Naming of Jesus/Circumcision

6th – Epiphany

Twelve days after Christmas the Epiphany was celebrated by the early Christians. 

This is an ancient festival that focuses on God’s revelation of himself to the world through the incarnation of Christ. In the West this day celebrates Christ’s manifestation to the Gentiles in the familiar story of the will men or the Magi.

6th-7th – Christmas Eve and Day

Julian Calendar – Eastern Orthodox, Armenian, Rastafarian.

27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

February 2nd – Candlemas

Celebrated on February 2nd, this day is also known as the festival of lights.

Presentation of The Lord – Catholic, Presentation of Christ in the Temple – Anglican.

28th – Shrove Tuesday

Also referred to as Pancake Day/Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday.

This is a Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of Lent. A day of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent begins. 

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of ‘shriving’ that Christians used to undergo in the past. In shriving a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for them. 

March 1st – St. David’s Day

This day has been a national festival in Wales since the 18th Century and is still marked with Gusto.

1st – Ash Wednesday 

The beginning of Lent for Western Christian Churches. A day of penitence to clean the soul before the Lent fast. 

March 1st-April 8th – Lent

This is a period of ‘40’ days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar.

Lent is often remembered as ‘giving something up for Lent.’ For most Christians this is a period of fasting and repentance in preparation for Easter. Not all churches observe Lent significantly. 

6th – 1st Day of Lent/The Great Fast (Orthodox)

17th – St. Patrick’s Day

Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. 

St. Patrick is traditionally associated with the Shamrock plant, which he used to explain the concept of the Trinity. 

April 9th – Palm/Passion Sunday

The Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday.

This is the most solemn week of the Christian year.  Holy week is the week leading up to Easter, and is the week during which Christians particularly remember the last week of Jesus’s life. 

This day commemorates Christ’s triumphant arrival in Jerusalem to the cheers of the crowd. 

13th – Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter. Christians remember it as the day of the Last Supper, when Jesus washed the feet of his disciplines and established the ceremony known as the Eucharist. 

Maundy Thursday is the night on which Jesus was betrayed by Judas in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

14th – Good Friday (The Friday before Easter)

The most important events in Christianity are the death and later resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Jewish prophet whose teachings are the foundation of the faith. 

A day of mournings’ in church. On this day Christians mediate on Jesus’s suffering and death on the cross. 

15th – Holy Saturday (Easter Eve)

16th – Easter Day

Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the most important Christian festival, and the one celebrated with the greatest joy. The date of Easter changes each year, and several other Christian festivals fix their dates by reference to Easter. 

20th-27th – Holy Week (Orthodox)

23rd – St. George’s Day

The story of Saint George is so wrapped in myth and legend that it’s difficult to extract the historical facts of a real life. 

May 25th – Ascension Day

Commemorating the Ascension of Christ into heaven.

June 4th – Pentecost/Whitsuntide

This day celebrates the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles. 

15th – Corpus Christi

Catholics can show their love for Jesus by honouring him on this day. 

August 6th – The Transfiguration

The first three gospels in the Bible tell the story of the transfiguration of Christ. 

15th – The Assumption

Christians believe that Mary (Body & Soul) was taken to heaven at the end of her life. 

October 23rd-30th – Inter Faith Week of Prayer for World Peace

31st – All Hallow’s Eve

Celebration of mystery prayers and merriment involving children and families. 

November 1st – All Saints Day

This day marks the celebration of the Saints. 

2nd – All Souls Day

On this day all departed loved ones are remembered. 

December 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th – Advent Sunday

Christian time of preparation for observing the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Church season that leads to Christmas Day, starting on the Sunday closest to 30th November. 

8th – Immaculate Conception

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

24th – Christmas Eve

25th – Christmas Day

This day celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This is not only a Christian festival. This festival is most celebrated by non-churchgoers. 

The festival date is a traditional one, and is not the actual birth date. The first record of celebrating Christmas dates to 336 CE.

26th – Boxing Day/St. Stephen’s Day

St. Stephen was the first Christian Martyr, the combination of this day and Christmas Day underlines the link between the Christmas Festival and the way of the Cross. 

