

 Islam 

Islam is the second most popular faith in the world with over a thousand million believers. Believers following Islam are called Muslims. 

Islam began in Arabia and was revealed to humanity by the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). Muslims believe that there is only one God, called Allah. 

Festival Dates
January 11th-14th – Eid-Ul-Adha - 10 Dhul-Hijja (Festival of Sacrifice)

The festival marks the end of the Hajj/Holy Pilgrimage (one of the 5 pillars of Islam). This festival is celebrated by all Muslims. 

27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

31st – Al-Hijra - 1 Muharram (New Year’s Day)

Al-Hijra is the first day of the month of Muharram. The festival celebrates the Hijra in 622 CE when the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) moved from Mecca to Medina.

February 9th – Ashura – 10 Muharram

A day of fasting for Muslims since the days of the early Muslim community. Ashura marks two historical events: the day Nuh (Noah) left the Ark, and the day Musa (Moses) was saved from the Egyptians by Allah. 

This day is mainly used by the Shi’a Muslims to commemorate the Martydom of Hussein (grandson of the Prophet (pbuh) in 680 CE.

April 10th – Birthday of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)/Milad un Nabi

20th August 570 CE. During this time Muslims think about Muhammad (pbuh), and events of his life. 

August 31st – Lailat al Miraj – 27 Rajab

The Prophet’s Night Journey and Ascension. 

Celebrating Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) journey from Mecca to Jerusalem in a single night on a creature called Buraq. From Jerusalem the Prophet ascended into Heaven. 

September 11th – Lailat Ul Bara’h (Night of Forgiveness)

This night falls two weeks before the start of Ramadhan. A time when Muslims put the past behind them and forgive each other. 

October 24th – Ramadhan – Sawm (The month of fasting)

The fourth of the five pillars of Islam, which falls on the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. 

During the hours of daylight no food or drink can be consumed and smoking (including passive smoking) must be given up. 

November 20th – Lailat Ul Qadr – 27 Ramadhan (The Night of Power)

The night in which the Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) by Allah. This night is seen as the most important event in history. 

The Qur’an says that this night is better than a thousand months (97:3), and that on this night the angels descend to earth. 

24th – Eid Ul Fitr – Shawwal

Celebrating the end of Ramadhan (the month of fasting). In Islamic countries this day is a public holiday. 

