

Japanese
Festival Dates
January 1st-3rd – Shogatsu/Oshogatsu (New Year)

An important holiday in Japan, whereby time is spent together with families. 

During the festival clothes and houses are cleaned and homes and entrance gates are decorated with various ornaments, which are made out of pine, bamboo and plum trees.

27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

February 3rd – Setsubun (Bean Scattering)

This festival is held one day before the start of Spring. Rituals are performed with the intention of chasing away any evil spirits. 

Scattering roasted beans around one’s house is widely performed today as a setsubun ritual. 

March 8th – Hina-Matsuri (Doll Festival)

This day families/parents with daughters wish their daughters a successful life. During this festival dolls are exhibited around the house along with peach blossoms. 

17th-23rd – Shunbun No Hi (Ohigan-Spring Equinox)

A national holiday. Graves are visited during this period. 

August 13th-16th – O-bon 

Commemorating one’s ancestors. 

It is believed that during this period the ancestors’ spirits return to this world to visit their relatives. 

This festival is observed by hanging lanterns in front of houses in order to guide the ancestors’ spirits; graves are visited and food offerings are made, along with dance performances. 

The end of the festival is marked by placing the floating lanterns into rivers, lakes and seas in order to guide the ancestor spirits back into their world. 

September 20th-26th – Shunbun No Hi (Autumn Equinox)

A national holiday. Graves are visited during this period. 

November 15th – Schichi Go San (7-5-3 Festival)

Boys 3 and 5 years old and girls 3 and 7 years old are taken to a Shinto Shrine (often wearing their first Kimono) where their parents pray for their good health and success. 

December 31st - Omisoko

