

Judaism
Judaism is around 3500 years old. Jews believe that there is only one God and that the Jewish people were specially chosen to receive God’s guidance. 

Festival Dates
January 27th – Holocaust Memorial Day

March 14th – Purim

This festival marks the defeat of an attempt to wipe out the Jews by Haman. He was defeated by Esther. 

April 13th-20th – Passover (Pesach)

This spring festival marks the escape from captivity in Egypt. Passover has been celebrated since about 1300 BC, following the rules laid down by God in Exodus 13. 

May 14th – Yom Ha’ atzma’ ut

Israel became a nation on this day in 1948. Since 1949, this day of Independence has been widely celebrated by Jews.

27th – Lag B’Omer

A day of great joy. On this day 24,000 pupils of Rabbi Akiva were thought to have died but they actually survived. 

June 2nd – Pentecost (Shavuot)

This day commemorates the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.

August 3rd – Tisha B’av

Ninth day of the Jewish month of Av. A sad occasion because it remembers the tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people over the years. 

September 23rd-24th – New Year (Rosh Hashana)

The Jewish New Year festival. This festival also celebrates the creation of the world. This festival is the beginning of the ten day period called High Holy Days. Rosh Hashana is also a judgement day; Jews believe that during this time God balances a person’s good deeds over the last year against their bad deeds. Decision is also made for what the next year holds for the person – final judgement not made until Yom Kippur. 

October 2nd – Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

This day is marked as the most sacred and solemn day of the Jewish year and brings the Days of Repentance to a close. 

On this day the Book of Life is closed and sealed; after the final decision is made. The important part of Yom Kippur is the time spent in the synagogue. 

7th-15th – Sukkot (The Feast of Tabernacles)

This period marks the years that the Jews spent in the desert on their way to the Promised Land. It also celebrates the way in which God took special care of them under impossible conditions. 

15th – Simchat Torah

The day celebrates the end of each year’s cycle of reading the whole Torah, and the start of the next cycle. 

December 16th-23rd – Hanukkah (The Festival of Lights)

This festival marks the restoration of the temple by the Maccabees in 164 BC.

