[image: image1.png]


 Paganism
A modern group of religions based on the admiration for nature. Paganism draws on the traditional religions of various people throughout the world. Paganism includes a varied community. Some groups focus on particular traditions and practices, for example, ecology, certain goods or witchcraft. 

Festival Dates
February 2nd – Imbolc/Oimelc

This was one of the foundations of the Celtic calendar. During this period rituals were performed to control heavenly energy which would ensure that there would be a secure supply of food until the harvest.  

March 20th – Spring Equinox

A solar festival celebrating the improved life of the Earth, which comes with Spring. 

May 1st – Beltane

Beltane meaning ‘fires of bell.’ 

A fire festival celebrating the coming of Summer and the fertility of the coming year. 

June 21st – Litha/Summer Solstice

Litha meaning standing still of the sun. 

Pagans fear the strength of the sun and the heavenly powers which create life – spoken in the ‘Wheel of the Year.’

August 1st – Lughnasadh

Festival of Celtic origin that split the year into four. Seen as a harvest festival. 

September 23rd – Mabon/Harvest Home – Autumn Equinox

Celebrated when both day and night are of equal duration, prior to the rising darkness. This period is used by Pagans to reflect on the past season. 

October 31st – Samhain

In the Pagan calendar, this date is the most important one as it marks the start of the year (for most Pagans). 

December 21st – Yule – Winter Solstice

Ancient people were hunters for whom seasons and weather played a critical role as most of their time was spent outdoors.
